Together For a Reason...
Prayer: Lord make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is
doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there
is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to
be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we
receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to
eternal life.
	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


St. Francis

Intro: Story of America’s First Church…
Image of Jamestown church:
In August of 2000 Stephanie, Eli, and I visited the first church established in
America in 1607 at the Jamestown Settlement in Jamestown VA. There we had a tour
guide worth noting. He was the tour guide of tour guides. If you can imagine Barney
Fife as tour guide then I think that you are on track. As we stood inside this church, He
proceeded to tell us about church discipline.
1.)
2.)
3.)

4.)

5.)

!

All settlers were required to attend service. Any settler willfully missing a
church service received death as a punishment.
Children who willfully disobeyed their parents were rigorously punished at the
discretion of the church court.
No one shall run on the Sabbath day or walk in his garden, or elsewhere
except reverently to and from
meeting.
No one shall travel, cook victuals, make
beds, sweep house, or shave on the
Sabbath.
If any man shall kiss his wife or wife her
husband on the Lord’s day the party
shall be punished at the discretion of
the court of magistrates.

!
My heart sank. Part of me was thrilled to stand in the birthplace of
American Christianity, however the other part of me stared at the walls in disgust as
if they were to blame! I found myself asking the question; Was America really
founded on the good news of Christ? If so then why didn’t this sound like good
news? How many people did we loose in the name of Christ early in America’s
history because of man’s inability to tell the truth in love?

How did we get to this place as a church?

The Church as a place / worship service vs a “Gathering”
The Story of “THE GURU'S CAT”
!
One morning the guru's cat followed him to meeting and began walking among
the disciples. Well this became a distraction for the disciples at worship, so he ordered
that the cat be tied during worship.
!
Weeks go by and the same thing happens. The Guru's cat would follow him to
meeting and his disciples would tether the cat to a pole, so as not to distract the
disciples during meeting.
!
Years go by and eventually the guru's cat dies. Well, the disciples couldn't handle
it, so they replaced the guru's cat with one of their own and they began to tie the cat at
each meeting, so as not to distract the disciples during the meeting.
!
Well years and years go by and eventually the Guru dies.
Centuries later learned treatises were written on the liturgical significance of tying up a
cat during worship.
Parable explained. (Essentially, the beauty & danger of “liturgy”)
sequa idea... These things of buildings, liturgy, and the law are not The Church...
Say this with me friends: “We are your church, Oh God!”
The church is the “Gathering of God’s holy people”

The Birthplace of the church & it’s new beginnings
The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your
father's household and go to the land I will show you.
"I will make you into a great nation
and I will bless you; I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you."
So Abram left, as the LORD had told him...
Genesis 12:1-5

Did you hear that? I will bless you... And you will be a blessing.”

New Testament Chapter.
As Jesus was walking on from there he saw a man named Matthew
sitting at the tax office, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and
followed him. Now while he was at the table in the house it happened that
a number of tax collectors and sinners came to sit at the table with Jesus
and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples,
“Why does your master eat with tax collectors and sinners?” When he
heard this he replied, “It is not the healthy who need the doctor, but the
sick. Go and learn the meaning of the words: Mercy is what pleases me,
not sacrifice. And indeed I came to call not the upright, but sinners.”
Matthew 9:9-13
You know... En-captured within the lines of this parable, is an amazing glimpse at the
heart of God. Here we see that Jesus.
1.) Has a desire for community.
2.) He has a heart for the Sinners.
3.) & He wants to see Mercy passed on and on from one ragamuffin to another.

Two quick thoughts on who we are to be as a church...
#1 Blessings are to be passed on, not forgotten.
Jesus tells a powerful story in Matthew 18:21-35 (show picture
throughout the whole story as i read it!) about a servant who owed a
great deal of money to his king...
(The Story of the Un-merciful Servant)
Parable is born out of Peter’s forgiveness
question.
Matthew 18:21-35
New International Version (NIV)
The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive
my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”

22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle
accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him
ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay,
the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be
sold to repay the debt.
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he
begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’27 The servant’s master took pity on
him, canceled the debt and let him go.
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who
owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay
back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and
I will pay it back.’
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison
until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened,
they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had
happened.
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I
canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have
had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master
handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he
owed.
35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.”

Jesus is essentially saying “You’ve got is all wrong here. Blessings
are to be passed on, not forgotten.”
#2 (Que the Band)
Manage All Three Conversations
THE CHURCH... Two layers and the
language of the CHURCH
The Bride of Christ
The Local Church (show diagram)
GOSPEL + CULTURE - CHURCH = (PARA-CHURCH)
CULTURE + CHURCH - GOSPEL = (LIBERALISM)
CHURCH + GOSPEL - CULTURE = (FUNDAMENTALISM)

Closing Quote:
“I believe that the local church is the hope of the world. I believe to
the core of my being that local churches have the potential to be the most
influential force on planet earth. If they get it, and get on with it, churches
can become the redemptive centres that Jesus intended them to be.
Dynamic teaching, creative worship, deep community, effective
evangelism, and joyful service will combine to strengthen
families, transform communities and change the world”
Bill Hybels

