
Re-discovering the Joy of Christmas
Bottom line: Joy is found when we are reminded that God can do anything!   

Welcome / Series Comments & Prayer

Introduction... (Story by Paul Harvey) picture up during whole story

The man to whom I'm going to 
introduce you was not a scrooge, he 
was a kind decent, mostly good 
man. Generous to his family, 
upright in his dealings with other 
men. But he just didn't believe all 
that incarnation stuff which the 
churches proclaim at Christmas 
Time. It just didn't make sense and 
he was too honest to pretend 
otherwise. He just couldn't swallow 
the Jesus Story, about God coming 
to Earth as a man. 

"I'm truly sorry to distress you," he 
told his wife, "but I'm not going with 
you to church this Christmas Eve." 
He said he'd feel like a hypocrite. 
That he'd much rather just stay at 
home, but that he would wait up for 
them. And so he stayed and they 
went to the midnight service. 

Shortly after the family drove away 
in the car, snow began to fall. He 
went to the window to watch the flurries getting heavier and heavier and then 
went back to his fireside chair and began to read his newspaper. Minutes later he 
was startled by a thudding sound...Then another, and then another. Sort of a 
thump or a thud...At first he thought someone must be throwing snowballs 
against his living room window. But when he went to the front door to 
investigate he found a flock of birds huddled miserably in the snow. They'd been 
caught in the storm and, in a desperate search for shelter, they had tried to fly 
through his large landscape window. That was what was making the sound  



Well, he couldn't let the poor creatures lie there and freeze, so he remembered 
the barn, where his children stabled their pony. That would provide a warm 
shelter, if he could direct the birds to it. Quickly he put on a coat, galoshes, and 
he tramped through the deepening snow to the barn. He opened the doors wide 
and turned on a light, but the birds did not come in. But the birds did not come 
in.  He figured food would entice them in. So he hurried back to the house, 
fetched bread crumbs, sprinkled them on the snow, making a trail to the yellow-
lighted wide open doorway of the stable. But to his dismay... the birds ignored 
the bread crumbs, and continued to flap around helplessly in the snow. He tried 
catching them...He could not.  He tried shooing them into the barn by walking 
around them waving his arms...Instead, they scattered in every direction, 
except into the warm, lighted barn. 

And then, he realized that they were afraid of him. They were afraid of him!  To 
them, he reasoned, I am a strange and terrifying creature. If only I could think of 
some way to let them know that they can trust me...That I am not trying to hurt 
them, but to help them. But how? Because any move he made tended to frighten 
them, confuse them. They just would not follow. They would not be led or shooed 
because they feared him. 

And he thought to himself.  "If only I could be a bird,”...  "and mingle with them 
and speak their language. Then I could tell them not to be afraid. Then I could 
show them the way to safe, warm...to the safe warm barn. But I would have to be 
one of them so they could see, and hear and understand." At that moment the 
church bells began to ring. The sound reached his ears... above the sounds of the 
wind. And he stood there listening to the bells pealing the glad tidings of 
Christmas. And he sank to his knees in the snow. 
  
Our Text:  Luke 1:26-49
              
 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by 
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 
her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will 
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 



child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for 
her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then 
Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.

  In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, 
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’

 And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
   and holy is his name.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Luke 1:26-49

4 Natural & Unpolished Responses
 This is a fantastic scene in the history of our human-kind.  The years of 
silence for the nation of Israel have come to an end, and God has announced the 
birth of his son.  And... if joy for you in this holiday season can be found in no 
other place, or if life’s circumstances have you un-comfortably in a “season of 
darkness”, I can promise that a rich and lasting kind of “Joy” may be discovered 
through our teachings today. 
 I want us to zoom in briefly, for our teachings today, into the natural & un-
polished responses of 4 different characters.  Let’s look at them together and in 
the context of this Christmas narrative as they encounter God, as well as, Mary 
the mother of Jesus.  And my prayer for all of us through these sermon points is 
this...   
 May we realize that... “Joy is found when we are reminded that God can do 
anything.”   



Mary’s Response  (Luke 1:37)
 First, let’s look at Mary.  She finds herself going through a series of 
emotions for sure.  This is some really big news for her, with-out a doubt.  And 
through all of this we can see her humility, and concern for some obvious 
medical / spiritual details, but then she seems to resolve easily into this beautiful 
phrase.  If you haven’t considered this before now, it may be a wonderful new 
addition to each one of your prayers.   She says this...
 “For nothing will be impossible with God.”....

 Now to a Hebrew girl with a heart after God’s own.  When she says “For 
nothing is impossible with God.”   She’s thinking of historical accounts of 
someone like Moses.   Maybe she even has had thoughts in her mind that her 
baby will do even greater things than Moses.  These are the kinds of thoughts 
that would be in her head...

So let’s live out a scene like in our movie and look at “the spirit of christmas 
past”  So here’s a spirit of Christmas past kind-of scene.   Going back to Moses...

A.  Moses…
	 Jewish History & The Star of Moses
Josephus’ compilation of Hebrew History gives account of a Star that appeared 
3yrs before the Birth of Moses in the constellation of “Pisces”
“Pisces” The fish…The Chosen people... Led by the chords of the Lamb…
We have no record of God telling His people of a Star.  However, Jewish History 
records this event as a sign of hope for the slaves of Israel & the promise of a 
Deliverer.  
 The Prominent word in the land… Pharaoh killing all male Hebrews born…
(Exodus 1:22)  “Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people:  ‘every boy that 
is born you must throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.”
         The Rest of the Story
Moses was miraculously directed away from the destruction of Pharaoh in order 
	 that He may be preserved for the work of God  
Raised in the Palace of the King.  Left the palace of the King to become a lowly 
	 shepherd.
His name means… “To Draw Out”…
He performed miracles
He drew the Hebrew people out of the bondage of slavery
And was the giver of “The Law” to God’s people

B. Jesus…
	 Jewish History & The Star of Jesus



Josephus’ compilation of Hebrew History, as well as the Holy Scriptures gives an 
account of a Star that appeared announcing the Birth of Christ.  Josephus tells 
us that the star appeared in the constellation of Virgo.  
Common Sense & the Eastern Sky… The Mythology, Right Hand she has “Spica”  
The wheat, the seed of a Woman.  Jesus refers to Himself as a seed of wheat, 
(John 12:21) “Except a seed of wheat fall to the ground…”
The prominent star in her left hand  “Al Zimach”…(The best of the Seeds)  In the 
other hand she is holding a Branch, Jesus is constantly being referred to as “the 
Branch” Isaiah 4, Jeremiah 23, Zachariah 3, etc…The prominent star in her 
right hand “Al Mureddin” literally means (He shall come down and have 
dominion!)
So any way, these wise men are traveling to see the One called Immanuel…The 
well, Coma, and The Confrontation w/ Herod

The Rest of the Story…
He was miraculously directed away from the destruction of Herod so that He 
	 may be preserved for the work of God
He left the house of The King to be a  lowly shepherd
He performed miracles
He led the people out of the bondage of sin
He was “The Giver of Grace” to the People 

Baby John & Elizabeth’s Response  (Luke 1:41-43)
 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?

Now to me, one of the more fantastic scenes surrounding the prophecy and birth 
of Jesus happens right here.  Look at this line...  

 “Even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	                     Luke 1:15

Now if Elizabeth is playing historical super-heroes game, she would have to be 
likening herself to Sarah the mother of Isaac.  The two of them lived out such 
similar stories.    

Elizabeth just like Sarah, was barren and old and yet God told them both, they 
would have children, and in His name,  accomplish many amazing things.  



Elizabeth’s joy in this moment is rooted in the kind of faith that promised Sarah 
& Abraham a son of miraculous birth...

Look at Isaac’s life for just a moment.   There is some rich messianic prophecy 
here.   

The miraculous birth of Isaac, To Abraham (who’s name mean’s) 
 The “Father of Many nations”
His three day journey to the Altar
His carrying his own wood to the altar
& His miraculous saving from death

Simeon’s Response    (Luke 2:22-35)

 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in 
the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
  Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, 
to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying, 

 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
     according to your word; 
 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
     and for glory to your people Israel.’

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 
be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.’

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Luke 2:22-35


