Come to Jesus
Song “Come Unto Me”
Welcome / Prayer:
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one
with your saints in heaven and on earth: Grant that in our
earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this
fellowship of love and prayer and know ourselves to be
surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. O
Lord, help me to be faithful in my generation that when I
pray, I hear from You... and when I hear from You, I
immediately adjust my life accordingly.
Scripture: Mark 5: 21-34
When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of
the lake, a large crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake.
Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he
saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. He pleaded earnestly with him, “My little
daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she
will be healed and live.” So Jesus went with him.
A large crowd followed and pressed around him. And a woman
was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. She had
suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all
she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. When she heard
about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his
cloak, because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be
healed.” Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body
that she was freed from her suffering.
At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He
turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”
“You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples
answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’ ”
But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. Then the
woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet
and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. He said to her,
“Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from
your suffering.”
Mark 5: 21-34

Now I love the story of this woman! But...
Why is her story so compelling?...
1.) She is richly grounded in suffering, social rejection,
& poverty.
Privileged people have become slaves to their own pride. They
are victims of their class structure. Privileged people believe that
they have EARNED their place in life. But the poor have a greater
understanding of GRACE.
Privileged people have become so accustomed to “pre-packaged”
frozen fish, that they have missed the miracle of the catch!
This woman is beautiful! She embodies everything that Jesus
was speaking about when he said.
“Blessed are the poor in spirit.”
THE STORY IF IRMA... (Show the
image)
Is your religion, just a religion, or is it a
philosophy? Now the poor are open to
the idea that we need news, not a
philosophy, and that we NEED God to reach down, not us to reach up.
Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and
see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is
proclaimed to the poor.
Matthew 11:4-5
1.) She is richly grounded in suffering, social rejection, & poverty.
2.) She puts her HOPE in the Messiah,
“When you see the tassels, you will remember and obey all the
commands of the LORD instead of following your own desires and
defiling yourselves, as you are prone to do.”
Numbers 15:39

The four “tassels” in Numbers... God commanded that “all of your
generations to come” should wear these tassels so that they can
remember His commands...
To the Jews this became their prayer shaw...
So now let’s fast forward a few hundred years to the prophet Malachi...
Malachi writes a prophesy of the Messiah here. He says:
“The Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in it’s wings”
The word for wings here in Malachi is (Kanaf)

Malachi 4:2

And so out of this famous prophecy of the messiah, came a legend
that when the “Sun of Righteousness”, the Messiah, comes there will
be healing in his tassels.
...and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming
from him and healing them all.
Luke 6:19
Now listen to this thought for just a moment...
because for many of you today,
this sermon will end right here...
Listen to this..
This story is compelling, because she has HOPE! And..
For 12 years this woman, suffered, and even though she may
have found a way to cope with her social rejection, her poverty, and
her suffering, she knew that her life was NOT meant to carry such an
affliction all alone. She was broken by a weight that she was not fit
to carry.
I know that there are many of you in this room who have been
carrying your afflictions, for too long now. You know who you are,
and you know what it is, and it’s time to lay that suffering down at the
feet of Jesus.
Moving on...
Why is this woman’s story so compelling? Point #3 is this.

She is sneaky! Ha ha ha, I love it. If you don’t like the word sneaky,
then you can call her strategic.
But I’m callin’ her sneaky! :)
1.) She is richly grounded in suffering, social rejection, & poverty.
2.) She puts her HOPE in the Messiah.
3.) She is sneaky.
Now here’s the thing, this is my favorite part of this story. I love this
because it’s so... un-orthodox. And SHE knows it. We’ll see this later
in the story, but go with me here for just a second.
To see this scene right, you need to play some Mission Impossible
music in the back ground, or think of this woman as a “Ninja”
studying her target and she sneaks up behind him! As if to “rob” a
blessing from him. I love it.
Freeze that scent & now it’s time for us to go to our “stages of spiritual
development chart” (show the chart here)
1.) Spiritually Dead - unbelief
2.) Spiritual Infant - ignorance
3.) Spiritual Child
4.) Spiritual Young Adult
5.) Spiritual Parent
Lance Conway is managing our “Discipleship” conversations here at
Park Chapel, and I love this guy! If you haven’t been blessed with a
chance to meet him, then you’re just missing out! (I knew I was gonna
like the man, just by looking at his name on paper. I immediately
broke his name down in my brain. “CON-WAY” You can’t have a name
like that and not have just a little bit of out-law in you.. :)
Now this is a chart that Lance is pouring into all of us that lists the
stages of spiritual growth, and they “sort-of” follow the stages of
physical growth.

Now I want you to imagine that you are a Sunday School teacher a
level #5 person, for just a second. and you have to grade her
spiritual progress at this stage in the story...
Remember we have.. Mission Impossible music playing and our little
protagonist girl all dressed up in a ninja outfit. to steal a blessing!
Where is she? Well if you’re a level #5 Sunday School teacher, you
will most likely score her about a #2, because she believes in the
Messiah, but she’s going about all of this in the wrong way.
This story is compelling because we love it when a #2 can live out
the kind of FAITH that a #5 can only dream about!
My kids want candy for breakfast... and so and ideal breakfast for
them would be this... (show the slide...) a little bit of oatmeal, that
would just be nibbled on a bit, and a side dish of candy & some Dorito
chips.
And here’s the thing... As much
as we want to train our children
through this stage of “ignorance”,
and we know that one day they will
learn the value of a balanced diet. As
much as we have to do that because
it’s the right thing to do, the truth
is... We all have mornings where we
load up our hands full of jelly beans
on the way out the door. And though
we act like a “Level #5” on the out-side, on
the inside we’re really just a level #2.
In my spiritual development, i’ve
learned so many fundamental values in
being a Christian. And you have too. Our
books of the Bible. *quote the old
testament books here...

We’ve learned so many of these fundamental things. And yet
when it comes to this woman’s PURE MOTION OF FAITH, I struggle to
live VICARIOUSLY through it. As a professed #5 in many ways on the
outside, I can only dream of living out her beautifully REFLEXIVE
faith.
And if we we stop realizing this, If we stop realizing that there is
this constant disconnect between the things that we say we believe,
and the reality of our faith, we will grow stiff, old, brittle, and dull in
our own stages of spiritual growth.
1.) She is richly grounded in suffering, social rejection, & poverty.
2.) She puts her HOPE in the Messiah.
3.) She is sneaky.
And now moving on to #4. See this...
4.) She falls at His feet in Humility & Worship.
Now this is compelling! Something about this scene resonates
with us. She fell at his feet, trembling with fear, and confessed before
him.
It’s the most beautiful scene of pure worship. This the kind of
scene that we pray for as a worship team each and every Sunday.
That you may be compelled to fall at the feet of Jesus, and pour
your hearts out before HIM! You see... here’s the thing. As
“entertaining” as our music, lights, and cameras may be... As great as
we may sound together as a band, I pray, we pray each and every
week that all of our efforts, our talents, do nothing more than
bring us before the throne of God above. Amen?
In many ways, our songs are a narrative of prayers and stories
that many of you are living out. And so if you see me choking up, or
getting a bit emotional, it’s because I know your story, and I’m praying
that there’s something in this song that brings you comfort, joy, and
peace. What’s happening up here each week is very real, but for many
of you, it’s still just a song. You like the way it sounds, and that’s cool,
but I’m praying for a time when all of us can worship out a set-list that
feels like this woman right here. Bowing down at the feet of Jesus,
fully aware of his power AND his love. My heart leaps for joy, when I
see this woman bowing before Him because I know that this is ALL he
wants.

When I hear Jesus in his “model” prayer say... “And forgive us
our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors...” I know that he
wants us to keep this grace-filled practice of awareness alive. We need
his mercy. This woman’s worship & her attitude is compelling because
it speaks to OUR rich need of a worship experience like this.
Our final compelling part of this story is this: (show the slide)
1.) She is richly grounded in suffering, social rejection, & poverty.
2.) She puts her HOPE in the Messiah.
3.) She is sneaky.
4.) She falls at His feet in Humility & Worship.
5.) & She walks away with the Shalom of God
You might notice that I’ve left the actual healing part out. Is it
compelling, well sure, but if you were in the crowd... What would you
think of her. Looking at her, maybe watching the whole scene, you
would see this as a miracle. Sure. She believed in Him as the Messiah
and her faith brought her healing, but I believe that Jesus had much
more in store for her life.
I want us to notice Jesus’ parting words... He says now..
“Go in peace.”
“Jesus wants us to have the shalom of God.”
Soren Kierkegaard put it like this. And when it comes to healing, this
is a beautiful perspective. He says...
“Father in heaven we thank Thee that Thou hast already healed us
from the sickness that leads to death”
Soren Kierkegaard
Transition into Communion...
Benediction:
The Lord bless you, and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine on you,
And be gracious to you;
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you,
And give you peace."'

Numbers 6:22

