
Making My Life Count  (EconoMe)
What You Have in Life is a gift from God.  What you do with it is a gift back to Him.

Welcome / Prayer

The Parable of the Talents 
	 "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his 
servants and entrusted his property to them.  To one he gave five 
talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, 
each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.  The man 
who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to 
work and gained five more.  So also, the one with the two talents 
gained two more.  But the man who had received the one talent went 
off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 
 	 "After a long time the master of those servants returned and 
settled accounts with them.  The man who had received the five 
talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with 
five talents. See, I have gained five more.' 
 	 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You 
have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
	 "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you 
entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.' 
	 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You 
have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
	 "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he 
said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not 
sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed.  So I was 
afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is 
what belongs to you.' 
	 "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I 
harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered 
seed?  Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the 
bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with 
interest. 
 	 " 'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten 
talents. For everyone who has, will be given more, and he will have an 
abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has, will be taken 
from him.  And throw that worthless servant outside, into the 



darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Matthew 25:14-28

New Series...  This week I want to welcome all of you to our new 
stewardship series, “EconoMe”.  This is fun little title that just seems 
to sum-up where we will be directing our teaching over the next 5 
weeks.  And essentially all of our sermons, today and in the 4 weeks to 
follow are born out of this “super-text”, this amazing parable of Jesus, 
where he depicts for us three natural responses in receiving good and 
perfect things from Our Father in Heaven.

Today, we’re talking about Making Our lives Count.  
and my prayer for you today and in the weeks to follow is this.  

“May you realize that what you have in life is a gift from God.  And 
what you do with it is a gift back to Him.”

The story…
Who is the master?  (So God’s the Master) Who are the servants?...  
That’s right we are the servants, and it’s ‘who we are’ (the way we 
“carry” ourselves, our passion for doing good), its “Who” we are as we 
manage what God has given us that matters.  It’s how we respond 
with what we’ve been entrusted to that’s valuable in a big way to 
God!  That’s what “Makes our lives Count”.  So... think yourself into 
the story.
	

		 To begin with the negative part of it first, it seems to me 
that the one-talent man represents, somebody who buried the 
richest treasure he had, not just pain, but the most alive part 
of himself, buried it in the ground. 

Now when you take something of value and bury it.  You are 
are living in “Scarcity”.   And... “Scarcity” is this.  We can all 
relate to it.  We find ourselves scared that there’s not going to 
be enough to go around.  Or we’re scared that we are going to 
lose it, ruin it, and not be able to replace “it”.  My kids do this 
with dinner rolls.  They will pile up 4 hot rolls on their plate 
because they don’t want to “miss out”. 
		



 Or it’s 
when, at home, 
you’re eating 
OREO Cookies 
(show oreo 
picture) and 
you get down 
to where 
there’s only 5 
left.   And you 
don’t want to 
eat them now, 
but you know 
that if you put 

them back in the pantry, they’re gonna get eaten.  So you hide 
them way up here, where no child will ever find them, so you 
can secretly eat on them later.  Yeah you know that you’ve 
done this.  :)

		 It seems to me that the one-talent man represents, 
somebody who buried the richest treasure he had, not just 
pain, but the most alive part of himself, was buried it in the 
ground. 
 This is a pure motion of scarcity.  He was never able to 
become who he might have been. To put this “God-Gift” into 
perspective...(1 talent = 1000 dollars in those days! This was 
15 years worth of wages) (AND 5 talents would have been 
worth 60 years of wages) 

	 I think the outer darkness the Master casts the One talent man 
into is not to be thought of so much as a punishment, as it is to be 
thought of... As the inevitable consequence of what it means to bury 
your life. If you bury your life, you don't leave your life,  you just don't 
meet other people who are alive. You are alone; you are in the dark,  
and you are what Jesus calls in this story, worth-less.

	 	 The positive side of it, of course, is the other ones, the 
ones who came back with more than they started out with. As 
the parable says, they traded with their talents. They traded 



with their lives -- a wonderful phrase. We were made to be 
life-traders, because I have what you need, which is me, 
and you have what I need, which is you. That is the joy into 
which the Master invites his servants.

Notice how the master compares his servants to himself…
	 Come and share your master's happiness!'

(INTERVIEW) WITH LANCE CONWAY & KEITH GUENIN.  

We have among us a “super hero” in this area, so I’m going to 
invite a couple of people to come out here so that we can share in 
his inspiring story.  Lance Conway is our new “Discipleship 
Minister” A he has with him, Keith Guenin.  Let’s welcome them to 
the stage...

Interview follow up / Dean

Worship...

 Let’s talk for just a little bit about “Worship” because “Worship 
is at the center of today’s “bottom line”.    What you have is a gift 
from God.  What you do with it is a gift back to Him.  

 For years I’ve struggled with the Question, “Is that a Christian 
Band?”  or, “Is that a Christian Song?  Because it can be a bit 
difficult to answer as it relates to this question, “What makes a 
band Christian?”, or “What makes a song Christian?”.  
 To me it can sound like...  “Now is that a Christian construction 
company?”  or, “Is that a Christian business?”  You see a 
“Christian” song is one that is either born out of a Christian heart, 
or filled with content that honors Christ.  

You may be thinking, “Where is he going with this?”.  Here’s my 
point.   God has given, to each and everyone of us, in rich ways, 
and our natural response should be to take the things that are 
“good” and “perfect” and use them to His glory.  

So if he has given you the heart and skills to build homes, what 



makes them “Christian” homes is that you worship him along the 
way, and as you build.  That your homes are prayed for and that 
you Honor Christ as you build them.  

And if you have been blessed by God with the skills and 
opportunity to work in our Public schools, what makes them 
“Christian” schools is that, as you work, you work with prayer, 
and a regular sense of awareness that you are giving back to God’s 
glory the things which He has provided.

Some of you may be thinking, “I really don’t have a talent.  You 
seriously don’t want me to sing, at all.”... “If I were to build a 
house, it would fall down.” or “We’ll I don’t really know what my 
gift is?”.

Today, I have a powerful list for you to consider.  
For you folk who say you have nothing to give, or for you folk who 
have lots to give.  This list will be food for you’re soul.  

EVERYONE OF US CAN COMMIT TO GIVING BACK TO GOD THESE 
THINGS... 

(Next Page)



THE LIST

To love the Lord God with all of our heart, mind, soul and strength 
To love our neighbor as our self 
Not to do to another that which we would not do to our selves 
To honor all people equally
To deny our self that we may live to follow Christ 
To relieve the poor 
To visit the sick 
To offer help in time of need
To console the sorrowful 
To prefer nothing to the love of Christ 
Not to give way to anger 
Not to foster a desire for revenge 
Not to entertain deceit in the heart 
To do no evil by action or inaction 
To be a person of integrity 
To do no injury and to bear patiently injury done to us 
To love our enemies 
To pray for our enemies 
Not to be proud but 
To acknowledge the presence of one’s gifts and 
To glorify God by recognizing them truly as gifts 
Not to be given to drunkenness 
Not to be lazy 
Not to be of murmuring or gossip 
To always trust in God 
To exemplify freedom and abundant life in Christ 
To guard against wicked or malicious speaking 
To apply ourselves often to prayer 
To be exemplary in all relationships 
To be sexually pure 
To honor the aged 
To love and respect the younger 
To seek peace 
To glorify God in thought, word and deed  



Follow up to this list.
There are several ways to use this list, so please go to 
www.deannester.com and you will see the printable version of this  
sermon there available.  Go there and download this.  Keep this 
list close to your thoughts and prayers.

Listen to this...

A weathered, but famous and wise monk had just reached the outskirts of 
the village and settled down under a tree for the night, when a villager came 
running up to him and said, “The Stone!  The Stone!  Give me the precious 
stone!   
! “What stone?” asked the monk.
! “Last night an angel appeared to me in a dream,” said the villager, “and 
told me that if I went to the outskirts of the village at dusk I should find a 
monk who would give me a precious stone that would make me rich 
forever.”
! The monk rummaged in his bag and pulled out a stone.  “He probably 
meant this one,” he said, as he handed the stone over to the villager.  “ I 
found it on a forest path some days ago.  You can certainly have it.”
! The man gazed at the stone in wonder.  It was a diamond, probably the 
largest diamond in the whole world, for it was as large as a personʼs head.
! He took the diamond and walked away.  All night he tossed about in his 
bed, unable to sleep.  Well the next day at the crack of dawn he woke the 
wise old monk and said, “Give me the wealth that makes it possible for you 
to give this diamond away so easily.”

Did you hear that?
“Give me the wealth that makes it possible for you to give this diamond 
away so easily.”

http://www.deannester.com
http://www.deannester.com

